
Village of Harristown· 
P.O. Box 126 

Harristown, Illinois 62537 

April 20, 1987 

The Board of Trustees held their monthly meeting at the Village Hall on 
April 20, 1987. The meeting was called to order at 7:o5·p.m. by President 
W. E. Burks with Betty West, Walter Walker, Pat Tangney, Harold Cochran, 
Amos Durbin and Clerk Maryilynn Baer in attendance. 

Burks expressed his appreciation to Durbin for his efforts as Acting President 
while Burks was recuperating from surgery. 

Motion by Walker, second by Tangney to accept the minutes of the March meeting 
as printed. Accepted. 

Motion by Walker, second by Cochran to accept the treasurer's report as presented. 
Accepted. 

April bills were presented for payment: 
General Fund: $7450.51 - motion by Cochran to approve, second by Tangney. Approved. 
Water O & ·M: $2286.67 - motion by Walker to approve, second by Durbin. Approved. 
Sewer O & M: $ 702. 06 ... motion by Durbin to approve, second by Walker. Approved. 

Dr. Stephen Becker, vice-president of Bio-Analytical Services, was present to 
give the board some insight as to the type of work that will be done in their 
building. They provide chemical analysis services for companies developing new 
products to verify that the products meet various governmental standards. They 
deal with small samples which are burned when testing is completed. He extended an 
invitation to board members to visit Bio' s facility at their convenience. 

Durbin said that he had sent a letter to Senator Penny Severns asking if any state 
monies would be available to help with development of the second well and giving an 
estimate of costs involved. She has offered to help where possible to secure some 
grant monies and to help with business development in our area. 

Durbin mentioned that he had again heard that Wal-Mart might build west of Decatur 
and he has sent a letter asking    that Harristown area be considered. 

Motion by Durbin to remove cathoid rods from the elevated storage tank -they have 
not been replaced in over a year and will not be needed with the new types of paint; 
second by Walker. Approved. 

Discussion of sewer hook-ups exemptions for Reynolds and Hoffman properties: 
After discussion of location of lots and sewer lines on Reynolds properties, motion 
by Walker, second by West, to honor Reynolds' original exemption and to issue a 
private sewage system permit to them for their residential property. Approved. 
Attorney Johnson will send them a letter telling of board's action. 
Letter from Hoffman stated Lyons had given him verbal agreement that he would not 
have to hook on to sewer, also minutes from August 1983 board meeting gave him 
annexation for water only. Motion by Walker, second by Durbin to issue him a 
private sewage system permit. Approved. Attorney Johnson stated that Easement 
Permit in his file had not been signed. He will send this to Hoffman when he sends 
letter about board's action on exemption. 
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Durbin presented a summer work schedule for repairs and painting that he would 
like to see done at the water and sewer plant ruildings and the buildings at 
the tower and well. Some Niantic-Harristown high school students will be hired to 
help with the painting at the buildings and of the fire hydrants. Motion by Durbin, 
second by Cochran to do this work. Approved. Carl Grant, who has done some 
maintenance work at the Village Office, will be contacted to see if he is 
interested in doing the carpentry and masonry repairs. 

Durbin and Walker told the board about the water standing at Camp and Birks Sts., 
on Epperson property behind their house. Vest is to run snake from the ditch to 
see if tile is clogged or broken. 

Durbin reported on the installing of the warning lights at the lift stat1on and 
sewer plant. There was another outage from power failure and sewage backed up 
again into the Goodrich residence. He had received a verbal estimate from Closs 
and a written estimate from Travis. Due to a misunderstanding in communication, 
Vest had Closs go ahead with installation of lights and circuit breakers with test 
switches yet to be installed. Durbin asked that Walker and Cochran rescind their 
motion of the March 23 meeting authorizing installation costs not to exceed $200. 
This was done. Motion by Walker, second by Cochran to authorize installation of 
warning lights, costs not to exceed $1000. Approved. 

Durbin and Tangney presented some ideas on village clean-up and beautification. As 
this is the 200th anniversary year of the signing of the U. S. Constitution, 
communities are being encouraged to. have red, white and blue plantings at busi-
nesses and residences. They suggested plantings around the Village Office and 
Water Plant areas. Suggestion by Durbin that after former Circle Inn has been 
demolished this would be ideal spot for plantings and a "Village of Harristown" 
sign. He had sample drawing and estimated cost of sign at about $125; he also 
offered to construct the sign. They suggested Certificates of Merit be given to 
residents who make an effort to keep their properties in good condition; these 
would be awarded May through September. They suggested a Village clean-up day 
with volunteers picking up litter along the village streets (Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, residents, etc.). May 30 was selected as Clean-Up Day with June 6 as the 
rain date. 

Verbal complaint has been made about the junk at Larry Russell residence, 4523 
West Main; pictures were shown of the property. Mrs. Russell had made comment to 
a neighbor that since they were in commercial zoning they could have a junk yard, 
Attorney Johnson will send them a letter stating they must clean up their property. 

Discussion of ordinances on vehicle weight limits on village streets: consensus 
of board was that ordinance should read "No tractor/trailer combinations on village 
streets except for local pick-up and delivery". Attorney Johnson will check with 
Municipal League for information regarding this ordinance. Signs will be ordered 
after ordinance has board approval. 

Motion by Durbin, second by Walker to pay Workmen's Compensation Insurance premium 
of $3448.00. Approved. 

Motion by Walker, second by Cochran to have Sleeper, Nalesfski and Catlin do the 
village audit for $3100.00. Approved. 

West gave the village's tax number -E9994-8575. 
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Durbin presented the cleaning schedule for the village hall and office which is 
the same as the previous one. Bob Coggan will be asked to do the cleaning of 
the village hall, restrooms and kitchen area. Burks requested that Linda clean the 
village office at her convenience. 

Durbin stated his displeasure that flag was not being raised and lowered - March 
board minutes stated that Vest was to do this. Vest was instructed to raise and 
lower flag when convenient to his work schedule. 

Roof repairs around furnace pipe have not been made because village does not have 
a long ladder. Walker offered use of his ladders. 

Vest made his report. Addition of sodium hydroxide to water to raise ph level 
has gone from 1 pound to 7½ pounds - cost about $1.80 per day. Board agreed to 
continue this procedure. He recommended a larger capacity pump for the sewer plant 
to help combat the overflow problem. No action at this time. He will be on 
vacation June 8-12. 

Motion by Walker, second. by Cochran to adjourn meeting. Meeting adjourned at 
10:15 pm. 

Maryilynn Baer, Clerk 




