
VILLAGE OF HARRISTOWN 
August 28, 1995 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Harristown held their monthly 
meeting at the Village Hall on Monday, August 28, 1995. President 
Walter Walker called the meeting to order at 7:03p.rn. with Trustees 
Melene Page, Betty West, Rose Ross, Scott Sullivan, Lyle Meador, Clerk 
Linda Tucker and Attorney James Johnson in attendance. Treasurer 
Charlotte Long was absent. 

Visitors included: Martha Lane, Lorraine Roberts, Mary Gwin, Torn 
Waters, Joe Waller, BGM Engineer Chuck Hunsinger and a news reporter. 

President Walker asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the 
July 24, 1995 meeting. Ross said she had a problem with a paragraph. 
President Walker said he didn't go into Executive Session with a motion 
as he should have. Ross said she wanted the minutes changed regarding 
the reason for going into Executive Session. She said it was not made 
public that papers were served during the regular session. Attorney 
Johnson said the reason was properly stated. West made a motion to 
approve the minutes of the July 24, 1995 Board meeting as presented, 
Page second. Approved 4-1 with Ross opposing. 

President Walker stated that no visitors had requested time. 

DISPOSITION OF COMPUTER: Ross made a motion to donate the old computer 
to the Niantic-Harristown School District, Sullivan second. Approved. 

POLICE PROTECTION: Ross checked into the possibility of police·protec-
tion and found he would need 400 hrs to qualify and also it was too 
expensive for the Village to be able to implement. 

DUMP"TRUCK: Peg Bright stated-that it needs . front end work and new 
tires right now. Ross made a motion to check with the State. Walker 
stated he has checked with them in the past and their vehichles are 
high mileage. Meador made a motion to look into the purchase of 
another truck, West second. Approved. President Walker appointed 
Meador to check into the type of truck we need. 

ANIMAL CONTROL: Page reported on the amount of money it would take to 
set up Ms. Gadberry from Macon County Animal Control as warden. Aside 
from purchasing the equipment it would also require a vehicle. Ms. 
Gadberry wanted $6.00/hr and 10¢/mi. or $20/animal with no mileage. 
Consensus of the Board was it is too expensive to try to set up at 
this time. 

JULY BILLS presented for payment: 
General Fund $12,117.51 - Meador made a motion to approve, Page 

second. Approved. 
Water O & M - $1427.66 - Meador made a motion to approve, Sullivan 

second. Approved. 
Sewer O & M - $2194.87 - Page made a motion to approve, Ross second. 
Approved. 

TRUSTEE APPOINTMENT: President Walker stated that he would like to 
put the name of Joe Waller before the Board to fill out Harold Cochran's 
term. Meador made a motion to appoint Joe Waller trustee to fill out 
Harold Cochran's term. Page second. Approved. 

Clerk Linda Tucker, Trustees S ott Sullivan and Joe Waller took their 
oath of office. 
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WATER & SEWER REPORT: Peg Bright presented three bids for painting 
and inspecting the water tank and painting and repairing the water 
tower. Bids were from Pittsburgh, Leary and Water Tower Paint and 
Repair. The difference in prices of the bids was questioned. Ross 
suggested that this be tabled until September meeting, Board agreed. 

President Walker stated the emergency water contract with the City 
of Decatur has been signed by both parties and is on file in the office. 

STREETS & ALLEYS: Some streets bled during the extremely hot weather 
where oil was double-shot last year. Need to keep that in mind next 
year when oiling the roads. 

PERSONNEL: President Walker asked for duties of Budget Officer, 
Treasurer and Clerk. When bonding new Treasurer the Insurance company 
issuing the bond stated need for a Budget Officer to insure internal 
controls. Ross stated she had a protest for Budget Officer to be 
filed with the Clerk. She read the protest handed to her from resident 
Tom Waters (see attached). Attorney Johnson asked Ross exactly what 
the question was. Ross re-read part of the statement. Trustee Meador 
stated that everything has gone smoothly for the past 25 years until 
the last election. Attorney Johnson again stated his opinion that 
point with Betty West is moot as she has resigned the position of 
Treasurer. Ross stated West cannot be Budget Officer and Trustee. 
Ross told Attorney Johnson to talk to Attorney General and to give the 
Board an opinion. Meador said he feels that a lot of money may have 
to be spent in the near future and doesn't know where that money will 
come from unless a tax is levied. 

Sullivan stated that in reference to letter from insurance company -
Old Republic Surety bonded Charlotte Long with the thought in mind 
that a Budget Officer was going to be appointed. Ross stated- if it is 
necessary to create the office she doesn't care who does it as long as 
it is legal. Attorney Johnson will give the Board an opinion regarding 
that appointment. 

Sullivan also asked that the minutes show that here was no discussion 
from the Board to levy a tax to create the position of Budget Officer. 

PARTRIDGE TRACE: Danbury Development wants final plat approval for 
first phase. Plan Commission will need to meet and discuss final 
plat submittal and make recommendation to the Board. Subdividers also 
need a temporary construction easement for sewer construction - 50ft. -
there should be no cost other than for crop damage as sewer will be 
along the owner's property line. Chuck Hunsinger said that Bainbridge, 
Gee, Milanski has a right of way agent that can check for the correct 
property owner and get easement signed. West made a motion to ask 
right of way agent Dean Simcox to get temporary easement from correct 
property owner. Meador second. Approved. 

WATER/SEWER CONTRACTOR BONDS: Bonds for contractors need to be a $5000 
License and Performance bond which is a surety bond. Linda Tucker 
would like clarification. Meador made a motion that the bond to be 
filed in the office by water and sewer contractors be a $5000 License 
and Performance bond. Ross second. Approved. 

PETITIONS FOR ELECTION OF TREASURER AND CLERK: President Walker stated 
that two petitions were presented asking that the Clerk and Treasurer 
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be elected positions. These questions will appear on the non-partisan 
election ballot November 7, 1995. The next election for the Village 
will be April, 1997. Clerk Tucker stated if there were no objections 
to the way the questions were stated or the signatures the Certification 
of Ballot (Public  uestions) will be filed with the County Clerk. 
There was no comment from the Board. 

ZONING BOARD: Trustee Waller said that Dan Sigmon has agreed to take 
over as Chairman of the Zoning Board. President Walker agreed with 
appointment and said he will need to fill one more position as board 
member soon. 

CORRESPONDENCE: President Walker read a Thank You note from Berea Church 
for the memorial gift in Harold Cochran's name. 

Attorney Johnson stated an objection has been filed to the Bankruptcy 
petition received for a water and sewer bill. He also had Ordinances 
7-24-95A and 7-24-95B in hand for signatures. 

West made a motion to go into Executive Session regarding the pending 
litigation at 8:20p.m., Page second. 

NOTE: Executive Session was delayed 10 minutes by resident Martha 
Lane who had some questions she wanted answered and thought at the 
end of the meeting was the time to ask - didn't realize that President 
Walker had stated there were no visitors requesting time to speak. 
She was allowed to speak and commented on several properties near her 
that need to be cleaned up. Clerk Tucker assured her that both proper-
ty owners had been sent letters to clean up. 

The Board went into Executive Session at 8:30p.m. 

The Board returned to regular session at 8:45p.m. 

Meador made a motion to adjourn the regular meeting, Ross second. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45p.m. 

Linda Tucker, Clerk 




