
VILLAGE OF HARRISTOWN 
September 25, 1995 

The Board of Trustees of the Village of Harristown held their monthly 
meeting at the Village Hall on Monday, September 25, 1995. President 
Walter Walker called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m. with Trustees 
Melene Page, Betty West, Lyle Meador, Rose Ross, Joe Waller, Clerk 
Linda Tucker, Attorney James Johnson, Treasurer Charlotte Long, BGM 
Engineer Chuck Hunsinger in attendance. Scott Sullivan was absent. 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, President Walker asked for a moment of 
silence for Sara Kramer who is still at this time missing from ,her home. 

Visitors that signed in: Rex Sunderland, Mary Gwin, Lorraine Roberts, 
Martha Lane, Torn Waters, Janet Mitchell and Janice Endrizzi. 

President Walker asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the 
August 28, 1995 meeting. Ross stated the minutes need to be corrected 
to show that she did not say that West can not be Budge:Officer and 
Trustee - she said it has to be done legally. With that correction 
Ross made a motion to approve the minutes, Meador second. Approved. 

Statement handed from Trustee Ross to President Walker to Clerk to 
read from Everett and Janet Mitchell. That statement is attached to 
these minutes. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Dump truck - Meador will go to the dealerships and see what is

available for what we need.
B. Budget Officer - Attorney Johnson stated he has not heard from

the Attorney General's office. 
C. Tower/tank inspection,cleaning & painting_.- Meador made a motion

to employ Watertower Paint & Repair for $12,682.00 to clean and 
paint the ground storage tank and $550.00 to inspect the tower.
Ross second. Approved. 5-0. 

AUGUST BILLS presented for payment: 
General Fund - $5581.34 - Meador made a motion to approve, Waller 
second. Approved. 
Water O&M - $2472.87 - Page made a motion to approve, Meador second. 
Approved. 
Sewer O&M - $224. 21 - Meador made a motion to approve, Page second. 
Approved. 

Peg Bright stated that hydrants will be flushed Oct 3/4 when tower 
p ople are here. The well level has gone down with the drought. We will use Decatur water during tower/tank work. 

TREASURER'S REPORT - Treasurer Long stated that books will be returned 
from auditors on Thursday. No report available this month. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
A. President Walker would like to appoint Rex Sunderland to the 

Zoning Board. Meador made a motion to appoint Rex Sunderland
to the Zoning Board, Ross second. Approved. 

B. Page made a motion to place an ad in the Niantic-Harristown 
yearbook for $100.00, West second. Approved. 
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C. Jeff McKinney spent an entire Saturday repairing a leak as
Peg was on vacation. West made motion to give Jeff McKinney
$100.00 for water leak repair, Meador second. Approved.

D. Ross made a motion to have Clerk join the Municipal Clerk's
Association for $30.00 and $30.00 for their manual, Meador
second. Approved.

CORRESPONDENCE: President Walker read a thank you from Harristown 
Elementary School principal Glenda Weldy thanking the Village for 
donating the computer and printer to their school. 

President Walker read a letter from Mayor Terry Howley asking for the 
Village's support in the drive to have a new prison built near Oreana. 
Meador feels we should support it for jobs for the Decatur area and 
West agreed that jobs are needed. Ross questioned whether board should 
speak for everyone. Meador made a motion for President Walker to send 
a letter of support to Mayor Howley, Page second. Approved 4-1. Ross 
opposed. 

The two property owners sent letters to clean up - one has sold his 
property and the other has made efforts to clean up his property. 

RE: PARTRIDGE TRACE - Phase #1 - In Plan Commission Chairman Dan Sigmon's 
absence, BGM Engineer Chuck Hunsinger read from the minutes of the Plan 
Commission meeting (attached). He stated that the Board needs to review 
the final plat and make sure there are no changes before the final plat 
can be approved. Engineering firm BGM recommended that the Board approve 

   the final plat of Partridge Trace, Phase #1 upon receipt and approval of 
the bond - letter of credit for $127,000 and executed tax certificate 
from Macon County County Clerk and reviewed by Attorney Johnson. Ross 
made a motion to accept the amended owner's certificate, the final plat 
with reservation· that the last two items ($127,000 bond, letter of credit, 
and tax certificate) be tendered to Village President Walker to his 
satisfication upon presentation of bond and tax certificate and that he 
be authorized to execute the final plat. West second. Approved. 5-0. 

Hunsinger also stated he had the highway permit application for sanitary 
sewer that needs to be signed by Village President. 

Ross made a motion to adjourn, Page second. Meeting adjourned at 7:50p.m. 

Ross made a motion to go back into regular session at 7:51p.m., Waller 
second. 

Meador made a motion to approve the Executive Session minutes of the 
August 28, 1995 meeting, Waller second. Approved. 

Meador made a motion to adjourn regular session, Waller second. Meeting 
adjourned at 7:53p.m. 

Linda Tucker 
Clerk 



TO THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES: 

At the last Village Board meeting, minutes were approved for the 
July Village Board meeting. Trustee Rose Ross brought up the issue 
that the closed session was entered into improperly and incorrectly 
reported in the minutes. I have contacted the Attorney General's 
office to get an opinion on this issue. If the minutes are not 
properly corrected, and the minutes cannot contain something that 
did not take place, those who vote to approve those minutes are 
guilty of malfeasance. Webster's defines malfeasance as: Illegal, 
unjustified, detrimental conduct in the performance of public or 
official duties. 

At the August meeting, again a closed session was called for. 
Several village residents including ourselves, respectfully left 
the room for the board to conduct their closed session. We stood 
outside the building for quite some time. It appears that two 
other village residents were allowed to stay in the room. If the 
closed session was not held, I believe proper procedure would have 
been to inform all persons attending the meeting that the meeting 
was not yet closed. As the closed meeting had already been called, 
it appears that the board conducted business not specified for 
closed session, again violating state statutes. 

We are asking that this be attached to the minutes for 
. docuuentation of yet further misconduct in proper procedures by the 
Village Board of Trustees. 

Everett and Janet Mitchell 




